KING    WILLIAM    LAND
your face into ribbons there is nothing else you can do. Certain
parts of me—cheeks and chin, particularly—had begun to
burn as if seared with a hot iron, and where the burning took
place I felt the flesh suddenly harden. I was shrivelling up. I
tried to lower my head, to turn sideways away from the wind, to
roll up in a tense and miserable ball. I was ready to give up, and
for a word I should have broken into sobs. My soul was shaken.
Nature here was too strong, there was no resisting hen I was not
even a straw; and all the inventions of civilization were no proof
against this. I thought of those steel runners, and how inferior
they were ta the whalebone runners that no season could defeat.
Utak had come back and signalled me to stop the sled and
wait where I was. Then he disappeared again. I have no
notion how long he was gone. The seconds went by like hours,
and as each second dropped, I wondered what would happen
if he failed to find us again. He had gone off to see if, on the
right, there might not be a rock he could identify. These were
their landmarks, and they knew them as well as the peasants at
home knew *the broken branch* or cthe oak that was struck by
lightning.* A while ago he had been running straight south,
and I, who travelled only by the compass or the stars, had said
to myself that he was mad. But here, within one hundred and
fifty miles of the Magnetic Pole, the compass went crazy, and
there were no stars. He was looking for a sign known to him-
self, and there were times when — to my .anguish— we turned
round and went back half an hour in search of that sign.
Night was falling when of a sudden three glimmering points
too faint to be called lights pricked the grey scene. The igloos!
Through the translucent snow of which these houses are built
the feeble gleam of seal-oil lamps was visible, bespeaking the
breath of life and the presence of man on this pallid ocean of
ice. I crept through a winding tunnel so low that I went on all
fours and knocked in the dark against wet and wriggling hairy
bodies. These were the dogs. They had taken shelter in the
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